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THE NEXT BIG STEP FOR TAXI SERVICES 

For more than a century now, we have had 
taxis in some shape or form. They've always 

economical with the passing of the years, 
but otherwise, the basic premise of the taxi 
service has long been familiar. Things look like 
changing now though, in large part thanks to 
a certain service known as Uber.

Certainly, one might have thought that the 

even the very ways in which they operate 

over the years, at least when one considers 
that our city streets are more choked up 
than ever with cars. The need for quick and 

responding to it? 

Uber was launched in 2009, and is simple in 
its premise, its apps making it easier for taxi 
drivers and riders to connect. With a current 
leadership team including Travis Kalanick, 
Thuan Pham, Ryan Graves and Salle Yoo, the 
company has taken much of the hassle out of 

simply uses their mobile phone to request, 
ride and pay.

Not only does the app show when a car is 
on its way so that the user can quickly and 
comfortably hail a ride, but they can even 
follow the progress of the cab on a street 
map, represented by a blip. The app is gaining 
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across the world, but how could it point the 
way to the future of taxi services in general?

UBER TAKING OVER NEW YORK CITY 

If one was in any doubt about the massive 
impact that Uber has made in just one city 

and Limousine Commission. It revealed that 
there were now 14,088 registered Uber cars, 
compared to 13,587 of the yellow cabs that 
have long been ubiquitous here.

 That's quite a changing of the guard, 

, a 

working less than 40 hours a week.  In 
contrast, the typical NYC yellow cab is on the 
roads on an almost constant 24 hours a day 
basis, due to being owned by a taxi company 
and having more than one driver.

As Meera Joshi, the taxi commission 
chairwoman observed, in reference to the 
black sedans typically used by Uber drivers: 

number of black car rides, so the number of 

paint a complete picture."

massive impact that Uber has had on local 

NYC in 2011. This indicates that the app is at 
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the forefront of our changing ways of using 
automobiles.

A REAL GLOBAL IMPACT

North America, from Akron, Ann Arbor and 
Atlanta to Vancouver, Washington D.C. and 

such parts of central and South America as 

It has even extended its reach throughout 
Europe, Middle East and Africa, 

for you to whip out your phone and hail 
a suitable local cab.  Add areas of the 

Singapore and Kuala Lumpur to the list, and 
it's clear that the app is making its presence 

to date, in fact.

One part of the world where Uber has not 

likes of NYC, however, is that perennially 

already dominated by the local players Kuaidi 
Dache and Didi Dache, which only last month 
announced a merger that threatens to make 
Uber's task even tougher. 

consultancy Enfodesk released the results of 
a study 
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If there's hope of Uber making real inroads in 
the Chinese market, however, it is surely at 

service for those seeking more luxurious 

to drum up interest in airborne services in 
the country. 
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already rolled out in China, as it demonstrates 

NOT UNEQUIVOCALLY POPULAR 

understandably felt threatened. Kalanick 

.  
It took a voracious response on social media, 
including 37,000 tweets, to eventually thwart 

Meanwhile, back in NYC, although prices 

are comparable, there have been some 
complaints from users of the former service 

vehicles. Nor have some taxi drivers and 
their advocates been too thrilled by what 

has put downward pressure on drivers' 
average incomes. 

Chinese regulators have sought to protect 

down on private cars that make use of 

companies in the country are in municipal 
government ownership and have capped 
fares, and the Chinese government is 
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Uber's growth so far suggests that it will 
spend the next few years being so much 

company itself has declared that it has big 
plans for reducing the number of cars on our 

on the basis that Uber is already cheaper for 
many people than owning a car,

". 

added that it was also interested in "bringing 
back date nights where you can both enjoy 
a few cocktails and not have to worry about 
how you'll get home", and wanted to ensure 
that "you have a safe and reliable ride within 
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The company has aspired to take a million 

service, uberPOOL. 

Far from just an app, Uber is playing a 
big role in reshaping personal and urban 

just can't wait to see how it all unfolds in the 
years to come.  
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FINANCING APPLE WATCH ADAPTERS,
VR HEADSETS AND MORE

You may not have heard of crowdfunding, or 
if you have, you may have understood it as 

you might have imagined it to be of only 
minor interest, relevant merely to young 
adventurers trying to pay for an around-

are quite true - it is actually gaining more 

First, let's give crowdfunding a proper 

or venture may be funded through the 

There only really needs to be two or more 

the idea, the individuals or groups 

The earliest known reference to 
'crowdfunding' was in 2006, although 
the general concept of raising funds for a 

obviously far predates this, the Statue of 
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THE RISE AND RISE OF
CROWDFUNDING 

The 2000s and early 2010s saw the launch 
of increasing numbers of crowdfunding 

as far as their background is concerned - 

can get enough people to reach into their 

by crowdfunding - a video game, perhaps, 
or a music album, social network or art 

people who might have thought their 

underway and test out its commercial 

up steam, it is no longer the mere preserve 

like GoFundMe, which has raised more 
than $1 billion for personal fundraisers, and 
Kickstarter, which accepts all manner of 
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THE DIFFERENT TYPES OF
CROWDFUNDING

Other popular crowdfunding portals include
teespring, which is a dedicated T-shirt
crowdfunding site, and patreon, which

on and on, but we think you get the message
by now: in the year 2015, crowdfunding is a
big deal, giving people the money that they

There are two main types of crowdfunding,

the Crowdfunding Centre
crowdfunding involves entrepreneurs pre-

selling a product or service to launch a 
business concept, without any debt being 

crowdfunding campaign, whereby the backer 
pledges money and in turn, receives shares 
in the company in what is usually its early 

how powerful 'people power' can now be for 
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APPLE WATCH PROJECTS ALREADY
SEEKING SUPPORT 

emerged, with some of these making their 

stands have appeared, as have band adapters, 

"without breaking the bank", using any 22mm 

choice of three materials - 

, 
"each precisely machined to perfectly blend 

those volunteering $5 had their names 

rewards scale, those volunteering $1,000 got 
to meet the team in person, in a restaurant of 
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THE ADAPPT ALSO TURNING HEADS 

the adapter, 

campaign remaining

to those pledging certain amounts - $7 gives 

leather watch band, and for $18, you can have 

to principally appeal to those seeking more 
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EVEN VIRTUAL REALITY IS GETTING IN 
ON THE ACT 

will turn away from crowdfunding once 

version has not yet been released, there has 

concerned the developer kit for what was 
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CROWDFUNDING IS HERE TO STAY 

- that have been presented to the public 
via crowdfunding sites 

, with part 
of the whole principle of crowdfunding being 
that if you fail to reach your stated total, you 

eliminates the risk for those who do put their 
money where their mouths are, and has 
helped to make crowdfunding the success 

can't wait to see what new products pop up 

the months and years to come - including for 

technology of the future, there's no need to 

Image:  Robyn Beck/AFP
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Fifty Shades of Grey

The international literary phenomenon 
hits the big - or perhaps that should be 
the iDevice - screen. Dakota Johnson and 
Jamie Dornan take on the iconic roles of the 
inexperienced college graduate Anastasia 
Steele and the young business magnate 
Christian Grey, who begin an all-consuming 
sadomasochistic relationship soon after 
meeting in a business interview.

FIVE FACTS:

1. The film is based on the global bestselling 
E. L. James novel of the same name.

2. The erotic romance was released in 2011, 
and has since sold over 100 million copies 
worldwide.

3. The movie premiered at the 65th Berlin 
International Film Festival on February 11, 
2015.

4. It grossed $569,521,159 worldwide.

5. Two sequels have been announced: Fifty 
Shades Darker in 2017 and Fifty Shades 
Freed in 2018.

by Sam Taylor-Johnson
Genre: Romance
Released: 2015
Price: $14.99

1710 Ratings

Rotten Tomatoes

25%
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Interview with Jamie Dornan
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Black or White

The death of his wife in a car crash leaves 
widower Elliot Anderson (Kevin Costner) 
raising his beloved granddaughter, Eloise, 
on his own - his daughter having died in 
childbirth. Still grieving, Anderson is then 
thrown into a custody battle when Eloise’s 
black grandmother, Rowena (Octavia 
Spencer) demands that Eloise be brought 
under the care of her drug addict father.

FIVE FACTS:

1. Other cast members include Gillian Jacobs, 
Jennifer Ehle, Anthony Mackie and Bill Burr. 

2. The film premiered at the 2014 Toronto 
International Film Festival. 

3. Principal photography took place in New 
Orleans during the summer of 2013.

4. The movie was directed by Mike Binder. 

5. It grossed $21,560,727 worldwide.

by Mike Binder
Genre: Drama
Released: 2015
Price: $14.99

54 Ratings

Rotten Tomatoes

37%
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Trailer
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Interview with Kevin Costner
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Music

Believe (Live)
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Genre: Alternative
Released: May 04, 2015
16 Songs
Price: $14.99

1757 Ratings

Wilder Mind 
(Deluxe Version)
Mumford & Sons

The British folk rockers switch producers for 
their third studio album, from Markus Dravs 
to James Ford. Sure enough, it also brings 
a major change in the band’s sound, from 
banjo-plucking neo-folk to boldly electrifying 
alt-rock worthy of filling a stadium. Mumford 
& Sons are clearly still distinctive, but they’ve 
ramped up the power.

FIVE FACTS:

1. Mumford & Sons were formed in London, 
England in 2007.

2. The group’s members are Marcus 
Mumford, Ben Lovett, Winston Marshall and 
Ted Dwane.

3. The band’s second studio album, Babel 
won the 2013 Grammy Award for Album of 
the Year.

4. Wilder Mind’s lead single, “Believe”, peaked 
at number one on the US iTunes chart.

5. Additional musicians on the album include 
Tom Hobden on violin, Thomas Bartlett on 
keyboards and Dave Nelson on trombone.
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Interview with Mumford & Sons
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Stages
(Deluxe Version)
Josh Groban

This album of covers of songs from Broadway 
musicals comes two years after Groban’s 
last studio effort, All That Echoes, and has 
already attracted much praise for the artist’s 
passionate renditions of such classics as “Pure 
Imagination” from the film Willy Wonka & The 
Chocolate Factory and “What I Did For Love” 
from A Chorus Line.

FIVE FACTS:

1. Kelly Clarkson guest stars on the album, 
contributing vocals to “All I Ask Of You” from 
Phantom of the Opera.

2. Other guests include Chris Botti on “Old 
Devil Moon” and Audra McDonald on “If I 
Loved You”.

3. Groban has said of Clarkson: “I’ve 
wanted to sing with Kelly for such a long 
time because she has one of the great 
powerhouse vocals in the whole business.”

4. Having long thought of Stages as “an 
artsy side project” when deciding on the 
tracks, Groban has added: “Sometimes in this 
business you accidentally get over-thinky 
and jaded and ironically, when you decide to 
just take the leap of what you wanted to do 
for so long, people are there for you.”

5. The album has been described by 
BroadwayWorld.com’s David Clarke as “a 
sparkling collection of some of musical 
theater’s greatest songs, giving fans of 
Broadway and fans of Josh Groban many 
reasons to rejoice.”

Genre: Pop
Released: May 04, 2015
15 Songs
Price: $14.99

1757 Ratings
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Bring Him Home
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Interview with Josh Groban
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SEE YOU AGAIN (FEAT. CHARLIE PUTH)
WIZ KHALIFA

PRETTY GIRLS
BRITNEY SPEARS & IGGY AZALEA

SHUT UP AND DANCE
WALK THE MOON

SHINE ON (THE VOICE PERFORMANCE)
SAWYER FREDERICKS

WANT TO WANT ME
JASON DERULO

HONEY, I’M GOOD.
ANDY GRAMMER

HEY MAMA (FEAT. NICKI MINAJ & AFROJACK)
DAVID GUETTA

AMAZING GRACE
(THE VOICE PERFORMANCE)
MEGHAN LINSEY

EARNED IT (FROM THE “FIFTY SHADES
OF GREY” SOUNDTRACK)
THE WEEKND

GIRL CRUSH
LITTLE BIG TOWN
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WILDER MIND (DELUXE VERSION)
MUMFORD & SONS

JEKYLL + HYDE
ZAC BROWN BAND

WILDER MIND
MUMFORD & SONS

21 TOTALLY 80S HITS
VARIOUS ARTISTS

4X4 - EP
GRANGER SMITH

SOUND & COLOR
ALABAMA SHAKES

BLURRYFACE
TWENTY ONE PILOTS

THE WATERFALL (DELUXE)
MY MORNING JACKET

STAGES (DELUXE VERSION)
JOSH GROBAN

FIFTY SHADES OF GREY
(ORIGINAL MOTION PICTURE SOUNDTRACK)
VARIOUS ARTISTS
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UPTOWN FUNK (FEAT. BRUNO MARS)
MARK RONSON

DEAR FUTURE HUSBAND 
MEGHAN TRAINOR

GIRL CRUSH
LITTLE BIG TOWN

THINKING OUT LOUD 
ED SHEERAN

SHUT UP AND DANCE
WALK THE MOON

SHAKE IT OFF
TAYLOR SWIFT

ALL ABOUT THAT BASS
MEGHAN TRAINOR

GROWN WOMAN (BONUS VIDEO)
BEYONCÉ

WORTH IT (FEAT. KID INK)
FIFTH HARMONY

TIME OF OUR LIVES
PITBULL
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LOST HORIZON
MAD MEN, THE FINAL SEASON

BUGGY BOO
KEEPING UP WITH THE KARDASHIANS, SEASON 10

DON’T FAIL
THE GOOD WIFE, SEASON 6

PLEA
REVENGE, SEASON 4

THE GREAT MAN DOWN
THE ROYALS, SEASON 1

THERE BUT FOR THE GRACE OF GOD
MADAM SECRETARY, SEASON 1

REUNION, PT. 2
THE REAL HOUSEWIVES OF ATLANTA, SEASON 7

THE LIE
SECRETS AND LIES, SEASON 1

SHE’S LEAVING HOME
GREY’S ANATOMY, SEASON 11

MOTHER
ONCE UPON A TIME, SEASON 4
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THE GIRL ON THE TRAIN
PAULA HAWKINS

MEMORY MAN
DAVID BALDACCI

THE HEIR
KIERA CASS

GATHERING PREY
JOHN SANDFORD

14TH DEADLY SIN
JAMES PATTERSON & MAXINE PAETRO

WICKED BUSINESS
JANET EVANOVICH

ALL THE LIGHT WE CANNOT SEE
ANTHONY DOERR

HOPE
AMANDA BERRY AND OTHERS

PAPER TOWNS
JOHN GREEN

THE LIAR
NORA ROBERTS
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